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Some Thoughts from the Superintendent: 
The Plague In Our Midst 
 
Professions of shock and astonishment notwithstanding, Wednesday’s massacre at the 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. was predictably inevita-
ble.  The murderer, who I will not dignify here by using his name, held hate in his heart 
that was fueled by his purported association with a known White supremacist hate 
group.  As that hate festered, he adorned and wore a jacket with the flags of two White, 
brutally oppressive governments on the continent of Africa — yet no one who knew him 
took meaningful notice.  Of late, he had some drunken rants in which he declared that he 
wanted to begin a race war, the desired outcome of which would be the segregation of 
Black people (and, presumably, other people of color) from White people — yet no one 
who knew him took action to stop him.  Then, oblivious to the indicia of hate manifested 
in his behavior and his speech, his father gave him a gun. 

 

The killer gladly took the gun and had target practice with it.  He then went to a Bible 
study at an historically African American church.  He sat with the people there, who re-
ports say showed him love and acceptance.  And after an hour of receiving what they 
offered in the name of Jesus Christ, he stood up and methodically shot them.  Because 
they were Black.  And because he hated Black people.  And because no one who knew 
him took notice of the evidence of his sin.  And because no one who knew him took ac-
tion to keep him from harming others as a consequence of his sin. 

 

...And what does it have to do with you and me? 

 

Everybody knows somebody who is wont to engage in hate speech — not just ethnically-
oriented hate speech but other kinds as well.  When the pus of that infection bubbles to 
the surface at a social gathering or at the family dinner table or at church, how clearly do 
we decry it to the perpetrator so there is no question of its unacceptability?  When the 
KKK comes to a Long Island community to spread its message of hate, how clearly do we 
condemn that behavior to the public so there is no question that those who speak hate 
do not speak for us? 

 

My argument is that hate speech + silent acquiescence + inaction by those who were in a 
position to speak and act resulted in last Wednesday’s deaths.  My argument is that such 
atrocities can happen here just as readily as they happened in Charleston.  My argument 
is that, to quote Edmond Burke, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that 
good [people] should do nothing.” 

 

The Church cannot be complicit in such barbarousness as occurred last week.   Neither 
can people who claim the name of Jesus.  That means… Neither can you; neither can I. 

 

Let’s all remember that the next time we are tempted to look the other way. 
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Intercessory Prayer Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 Week of July 5 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Manhattan: St. Mark’s (MET) 

Manhattan: St. Paul & St. Andrew 

(MET) 

Margaretville (CH) 

Massapequa (LE) 

Maybrook (CH) 

Meriden (CT) 

Merrick (LE) 

Middle Village & Forest Hills (LW)   

 Week of July 19 

8th Sunday aftr Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Mongaup Valleu (CH) 

Monroe (CT) 

Monroe NY (NC) 

Monticello (CH) 

Mount Kisco (NC) 

Mountain View (CH) 

Mountainville (NC) 

Mt. Vernon: Asbury (MET) 

Week of June 28 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Manhattan: John Street (MET) 

Manhattan: Madison Ave. (MET) 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Community 

(MET) 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Koryo (MET) 

Manhattan: Morningside (MET) 

Manhattan: Mount Calvary (MET) 

Manhattan: Park Avenue (Met) 

) 

Week of July 12 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Middletown (CT) 

Middletown NY (CH) 

Milan (NC) 

Milford (CT) 

Millbrook (NC) 

Millerton (NC) 

Milton & Marlboro (CH) 

Modena (CH) 

Week of July 26 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Napanoch (CH) 

Narrowsburgh (CH) 

Naugatuck (CT) 

New Canaan (NC) 

(New)Fairfield (CT) 

New Haven: First (CT) 

New Haven: St. Andrew’s (CT) 

Week of August 2 

10th Sunday after Pentecoat 

Liturgical Color: Green 

New Haven: Westville (CT) 

New Hyde Park LE) 

New Dream Church (LE) 

New Milford (CT) 

New Milford NY (NC) 

New Paltz (CH) 

New  Rochelle (Met) 

New Windsor (NC) 

Newburtgh (NC) 

Week of August 9 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Newburgh: Gardenertown (NC) 

Newburgh: Grace (NC) 

Newburgh: Trinity Parish (NC) 

Newington (CT) 

Newtown (CT) 

North Blenheim (CH) 

Week of August 16 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

North Fork (LE) 

North Haven (CT) 

North Hillsdale (CH) 

North Yonkers (MET) 

Northport (LE) 

Norwalk (NC) 

Norwalk: East (NC) 

Norwalk: El Camino (NC) 

Oceanside (LW) 

Week of August 23 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Liturgical Color: Green 

Old Westbury (LE) 

Olivebridge (CH) 

Orient (LE) 

Ossiining: St. Matthew’s (MET) 

Ossining: United (MET) 

Palenville (CH) 

Parksville (CH) 

Patchogue (LE) 

 Week of August 30   Pawling  (NC)   Pine Plains (NC) 

14th Sunday after Pentecost  Peekskill (NC)   Plainview (LE) 

Liturgical Color: Green   Philmont (CH)   Plainville (CT) 

     Phoenicia (CH)   Pleasant Valley (CT) 
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From the General Board of Church & Society: 
Ways United Methodists Can Help Immigrant Families Prepare for the 
Implementation of President Obama’s Executive Order 

As United Methodists we 
believe that the 
injunction issued in 
February that has 
temporarily delayed 
President Obama’s 
Executive Order 
intended to  bring relief 
to immigrant families 
will be set aside.  As 
immigrant families 
prepare for this good day 
there are ways we can 
help. 

1)  We highly encourage United Methodists to work closely with Justice for Our 
 Neighbor (JFON) sites when they are nearby.  JFON and other legal clinics will 
 need volunteers.  [Note: There is a JFON site at the Hicksville United Methodist 
 Church]. 

 
2)  Local churches can host trusted local nonprofit immigration legal services provid

 ers to conduct information sessions and workshops in their church on what the 
 Executive Order provides, who is eligible for relief und it, and what persons 
 will need to apply. 

 
3)  Identify a local organization working with the Deferred Action for Parents of 

 Americans (DAPA) - eligible community and work with them. 
 
4)  Provide other supportive programs that are often needed among immigrant 

 communities including ES: programs, tax preparedness programs and anti-fraud 
 initiatives.  These services  for the DAPA-eligible community are vital as 
 immigrants see high quality legal support, resolve their taxes, collect docu
 ments that demonstrate continuous residence in the US, prove their ma
 ternity or paternity and learn English. 

 
5)  The DAPA-eligible community needs reliable, straight-forward information that 

 eases fear and confusion.  We encourage United Methodists to use the following 
 website as a resource to share with congregations and especially with the immi
 grant community:  http://www.adminrelief.org/. 

 
6)  We expect the work of JFON and other immigration legal clinics to be over

 whelming.  Therefore, we strongly encourage churches to donate to either the 
 offices of National JFONf or one of their state-based sites at http://njfon.org/
 donate/.  Funding will enable JFONs to hire more attorneys, host large-scale 
 DAPA workshops and continue hosting public education events about  this form 
 of relief. 

 
7) Lastly, we will continue to advocate for a permanent, legislative solution for our 
 immigrant sisters and brothers. To do this we want to show our elected leaders 
 that United Methodist congregations are actively serving immigrant communi
 ties.  Therefore, we urge you to share how your church is engaging in one of the 
 ways listed above by emailing bmefford@umc-gbcs.org. 
 

 

Thank you for your ministry with and to the immigrants in your communities! 

God bless you! 
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Sandy Recovery Volunteer Opportunities 

Although Hurricane Sandy 

was more than two years ago, 

workers are still needed to 

assist Sandy Survivors return 

to normal life in their 

battered homes. 

Volunteer teams from out-

side the area can be housed 

in the Hicksville UMC or the 

parsonages at West Hemp-

stead.  The parsonages have 

been set up with kitchen ne-

cessities, and bunk beds.  

Additionally, inflatable beds 

can also be provided. 

    

                WE NEED 

             VOLUNTIEERS 

The demand is much greater 

than the volunteers cur-

rently available to meet it. 

Churches are encouraged to 

recruit volunteers from 

among their members as 

well as from their communi-

ties.  Volunteers do not 

need to be skilled.  Howev-

er, we are grateful for those 

with insulation, drywall and 

painting experience. 

 

       Start Early… 

            End Late 

Most of our work at this 

point is being done by local 

volunteers and local church-

es through our Done In A 

Day Progran 

Day  Program  The concept is 

simple: volunteer individually or 

in teams for a day.  Volunteers 

will be assigned to work on a 

specific project: and while the 

project may not be completedin 

a day, it is our hope that teams 

will help move the projects 

along in a timely manner. 

 

Scheduling is flexible. Most DIAd 

projects are usually scheduled 

for the first Saturday of the 

Month. 

If you are interested, please call 

Peggy Racine at (516) 795-1322 

to check for available dates. 

Check out the Long Island East District 

Website!!! 

The District Website address is: 

www.liedistrict.com 

Stay connected with things that are 

happening on the District level and at 

other United Methodist Churches on 

the Island. 

To add your church’s information, 

email: 

webmaster@liedistrict.com 

 
The Long Island District is 

sponsoring a trip to the Holy 

Land 

  

This will be 10 day trip exploring many sights in 
the Holy Land.   

 

Date of departure is October 26, 2016, leaving 
from New York City.   

 

We will be sending all the information as how 
to register for this wonderful trip in the near 
future. 

 

A trip not to be missed. 
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Greetings to all in the Long Island East District:              

  

The Riverhead United Methodist Church proudly announces its Partner-

ship with Family Table Food Ministries. 

  

This Ministry is open to everyone.  Family Table puts out a monthly menu 
of about 8 different food boxes. One box is enough food to feed a family 
of 4 for about a week or for 1 person for almost a month.  We at River-
head UMC take orders for the food boxes, which are paid in ad-
vance.  This food is restaurant quality, and much cheaper than the gro-

cery store.    

The boxes are delivered by Family Table and picked up by a church team, 

and then given to the people who ordered. 

  

This Ministry involves many facets: outreach, mission and evangelism 
and much more.  If you don't want to purchase a food box, you might 
consider purchasing a box for a needy family in your church or neighbor-
hood.  I think we all know someone who is struggling financially. Oh, I al-
most forgot...the church gets 1 dollar for every box it sells from Family 

Table. 

  

I am thrilled to be involved with this new Ministry.  Here is the website for 
you to check it out:  FamilyTableFoodMinistries.com  ...  feel free to email 

me  bzdz13@aol.com  or call 631-574-8994 with any questions. 

mailto:bzdz13@aol.com
tel:631-574-8994


Page 6 The Connector 

Dates to 

Remember! 

September 12      District Clergy Meeting 
(Note the date change) Location: Central Islip UMC 
 
September 15-16    Tri-District Retreat with the Bishop 
         Location: Stony Point Retreat Center  
              Stony Point NY  
 
September 26  Methodism Matters 
   Training in UMC Theology, Polity & Social Principles 
   Location: Commack UMC / 9AM—3PM 

Our Stewardship 

The following is a report on where the churches of our district stand in the payment of their shared ministry apportionments.  The 

information includes funds received at the Conference Center as of May31, 2015.  The percentages reflected relate to the percent-

age of ministry shares due to date.  So, for example, an indication that a church has paid 100% means it has paid 100% of what is 

due as of the date of this report and is on schedule to reach full payment of their ministry shares by the end of the year.  An indica-

tion  that a church has paid less than 100% to date means that the church is running behind schedule and may fall short of fully  

participating in its shared ministry obligation. 

In full for the year:  
 Flanders,  
 Freeport/Hisp., 
 Kings Park 
100% +  Bible Korean 
 East Hampton 
 Islip 
 Old Westbury 
 Westhampton Beach 
100% Amityville/First 
 Bellmore 
 Centerport 
 East Northport 
 East Quogue 
 Farmingdale 
 Hicksville 
 Huntington Station 
 Lake Ronkonkoma 
 Massapequa 
 Northport 
 Port Jefferson Station 
 Sayville 
 Smithtown 
 Wading River 

 Woodbury 
93%  Amityville/Simpson  
 Babylon 
89% Albertson 
 Plainview 
87% Seaford 
 Westhampton 
81% Bayport 
80% Baldwin 
 Bellport 
 Commack 
 Hamptons 
 Hampton Bays 
 Northfork 
 Riverhead 
63% Hempstead 
60%  Central Islip 
 Hauppauge 
 Hillside 
 Stony Brook 
54% Freeport 
50% Port Washington 
48% West Hempstead 
47% Uniondale 

40% East Moriches 
 Huntington CSH 
 S. Floral Park 
34% Merrick 
27% Coram 
21% St. James 
20% East Meadow 
18% Sea Cliff 
 Westbury 
2% Bay Shore 
 
0% Bayville,Bethpage 
      Center Moriches, 
       Commack Korean,  
      Dix Hills, East Norwich, 
       Franklin Square, 
       Glen Cove, Greenport 
        Lindenhurst, New Dream, 
        Orient, Patchogue 
        Port Jefferson, 
        Sag Harbor, 
        Setauket 
  


