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Some Thoughts from the Superintendent: 

On Change and Transition 
An unwed mother will be im-
pregnated by the Holy Spirit of 
God, and bear a son, who she 
will name Jesus.  The child will 
grow, bright and strong, and 
become a charismatic itinerant 
preacher who is loved by many 
and feared by more.  He will 
call the most unlikely group of 
men and women to him to be 
his inner circle of disciples. He 
will teach us by his words and 
actions how to be in direct 
relationship with the God of 
Creation.  He will heal all man-
ner of sickness, thus healing 
and restoring the communities 
splintered by notions of ritual 
impurity.  He will challenge the 
powers that be to cease ped-
dling a corrupted form of reli-
gion to God’s people.  He will 
allow himself to be betrayed, 
even though he has the power 
to avoid it.  He will allow him-
self to be humiliated, even 
though he has the power to 
avoid it.  He will allow himself 
to be executed as a criminal, 
even though he has the power 
to avoid it. 
 
He will be buried.  And his 
followers will despair, seeing 
no hope, perceiving no positive 
future. 
 
But then....oh, my friends, but 
then… 
 
You see, whatever our current 
circumstances, the world that 
we experience, with all of its 
sin and pain and misery, is not 
God’s final word. In some con-
crete way that we cannot yet  

~ Cont. on next page 

Change is all around us and in 
each of our lives.  Some of that 
change is hoped for a wel-
come; other change is happen-
ing to us against our wills, and 
is painful to endure.  But there 
is a words of hope for us in 
God’s proclamation through 
the prophet Jeremiah 31:31-
34: 
 
“The days are surely coming, 
says the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Ju-
dah....” 
 
These words speak God’s 
promise to a nation of people 
like us – to people whose con-
fidence in the future had been 
badly shaken.  It is the promise 
of a vital future.  It is an offer 
of tangible hope.  
 
We all face endings of one sort 
or another.  This is true of our 
personal lives, as well as of our 
life together as a community of 
faith. People die, jobs disap-
pear, marriages end...we get 
sick and don’t get better...we 
loose an organ, or a limb, or a 
pastor, or our sense of our-
selves as a person... All manner 
of changes take place for us 
every day. 
 
Some of the things that hap-
pen to us are the direct result 
of our own choices.  But some-
times the things that we expe-
rience are the consequences of 
someone else’s actions.  And 
sometimes, the things that 
happen to us are made worse 
by the fact that we desperately 

want to be able to blame 
someone, but can find no one 
to blame. 
 
Whatever the underlying cause 
and source of our current trou-
bles, the point of the passage 
is to remind us that God is 
always present in the unfolding 
of human history; that God 
remembers the promise God 
made – to Noah, to Abraham, 
to Moses, and to Jacob; that 
God is faithful and will keep to 
the promise.  Not in spite of 
our sinfulness, our betrayal 
and our unworthiness, but 
because of them.  Because our 
sinfulness, betrayal and un-
worthiness makes us need God 
so very much.  Because God’s 
great love for us is that great.   
 
It is not until we can get our 
minds around this that we can 
be prepared for what God will 
eventually do for the world 
through the life and ministry 
and death and resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth, who is the 
Christ. 
 
“The days are surely coming, 
says the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Ju-
dah....” 
 
Can’t you just feel the hope 
oozing out from the edges of 
this simple sentence?  Doesn’t 
it just make you want to stand 
on tip toe to see what God is 
going to do next? 
 
Here is what’s next: 
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District Pentecost Service on May 23rd 

Clergy Retreat Almost Here! 

find light refreshments 
waiting for them in the nar-
thex of the church.  A meal 
will be served in the fellow-
ship hall after the conclu-
sion of the service. 
 
There is no charge to attend 
this event; however, a free-
will offering will be taken 
for the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign. 
 

Save the date! 
Plan to be there! 

Our District  Council on 
Ministries is hosting a Pen-
tecost celebration! Themed, 
“Spirit-Filled Hearts, Power-
ful People,” the service will  
take place on Saturday, 
May 23, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Port Washington  
United   Methodist Church.  
The church is located at 35 
Middle Neck Road, Port 
Washington NY 11050. 
 
The guest speaker for this 
spirit-filled service will be 
the Rev. Dr. Derrick-Lewis 

Noble, the Congregational 
Development and Revitali-
zation Director for the New 
York Annual Conference.  
The Shepherd’s Singers, an 
ecumenical Christian Minis-
try, will be our musical 
guests. 
 
Our goal is to have each 
district pastor to attend 
with their lay leader, and to 
bring with them at least five 
other lay persons. 
Worshippers can begin to 
arrive at 3:00 p.m., and will 

er basket until you are de-
parting.  
4.   Once the journey has be-
gun, observe silence except 
during worship, designated 

activities and the lunch break. 
5.   Look for Jesus in everything 
you see. 
6.  Listen for Jesus in every-
thing that is said. 
 
We’re looking forward to 
greeting you there! 
 

The date for the District Clergy 
retreat is nearly here. Have 
you RSVP’d yet?  There is no 
cost, but we do need an accu-
rate headcount for lunch and 
materials. 
 
Here are the details: 
 
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2015 
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Place: Montfort Spiritual Cen-
ter, 26 South Saxon Avenue, 
Bay Shore NY.  Coffee and tea 

will be provided while we gath-
er; lunch will be provided as 
well. 
 
You are invited to prayerfully 
reflect on the Disciplines of the 
Day: 
 
1.    Please arrive on time. 
2.   Please be prepared to stay 
until the journey is complete. 
3.   Turn off your cell phone, 
deposit it in the envelope pro-
vided, and leave it in the wick-

Some Thought from the Superintendent 

(Continued) 

Whatever it is, know that even 
so, God is here.  Even so, God 
is faithful.  Even so, life will 
continue.  Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. 
 
The days are surely coming, 
says the Lord! 

 

envision, God will work God’s 
own restoration of all things. 
Even our things.  Even us. 
 
What things are being de-
stroyed in your life, even now?  
What changes  and transitions 
are taking place, whether 
wanted or unwanted?   
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Centennial UMC,  

East Moriches 



Intercessory Prayer Calendar 

 

Week of April 5th 
Easter Day 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold 

East Chatham [CH] 
East Hampton: First [LE] 
East Jewett [CH] 
East Meadow [LE] 
East Moriches: Centennial [LE] 
East Northport: Union [LE] 
East Norwich: Community [LE] 
East Quogue [LE] 
Easton: Jesse Lee [CT] 
Elizaville [CH] 
Ellenville [CH] 
Ellenville: Ulster Heights [CH] 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of April 12th 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold  

Elmont/Valley Stream: St. John’s 
[LW]  
Fairfield-Grace [CT]  
Farmingdale [LE]  
Fishkill [NC]  
Flanders [LE]  
Fleischmanns [CH]  
Floral Park [LW]  
Flushing: Central Queens Korean [LW]  

Flushing: Chinese [MET]  
Flushing: First [LW]  
Forestville: Asbury [CT]  
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Week of April 19th 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold 
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY 

Fort Montgomery [NC] 
Fosterdale [CH] 
Franklin Square: Wesley [LE] 
Freeport: English [LE] 
Freeport: Iglesia Metodista Unida [LE] 
Gaylordsville [CT] 
Georgetown [CT] 
Gilboa [CH] 
Glen Cove: Carpenter 
Memorial [LE] 
 
 

East Hampton United Methodist 

Union UMC, East Northport 

East Quogue UMC 

WEEK OF APRIL 26  
4th Sunday of Easter 

Liturgical Color: White or Gold  

Glenco Mills [CH]  
Glendale-Maspeth [LW]  
Goshen [NC]  
Grahamsville [CH]  
Grand Gorge [CH]  
Great Neck: Korean [LW]  
Greenport [LE] 
Greenville & Norton Hill [CH] 
Greenwich: First [NC] 
Greenwich: Round Hill [NC] 

Freeport Hispanic UMC 



From the General Board of Church & Society: 
Ways United Methodists Can Help Immigrant Families Prepare for the 

Implementation of President Obama’s Executive Order 

1) We highly encourage United Methodists to work closely with Justice for Our 

 Neighbor (JFON) sites when they are nearby.  JFON and other legal clinics will need 

 volunteers.  [Note: there is a JFON site at the Hicksville United Methodist Church]. 

 

2) Local churches can host trusted local nonprofit immigration legal services providers to con

 duct information sessions and workshops in their church on what the Executive Order pro

 vides, who is eligible for relief und it, and what persons will need to apply. 

 

3) Identify a local organization working with the Deferred Action for Parents of Americans 

 (DAPA) - eligible community and work with them. 

 

4) Provide other supportive programs that are often needed among immigrant communities 

 including ES: programs, tax preparedness programs and anti-fraud initiatives.  These ser-

 vices for the DAPA-eligible community are vital as immigrants see high quality legal support, 

 resolve their taxes, collect documents that demonstrate continuous residence in the US, 

 prove their maternity or paternity and learn English. 

 

5)  The DAPA-eligible community needs reliable, straight-forward information that eases fear 

 and confusion.  We encourage United Methodists to use the following website as a resource 

 to share with congregations and especially with the immigrant community:   

 http://www.adminrelief.org/. 

 

6) We expect the work of JFON and other immigration legal clinics to be overwhelming.  

 Therefore, we strongly encourage churches to donate to either the offices of National JFONf 

 or one of their state-based sites at http://njfon.org/donate/.  Funding will enable JFONs to 

 hire more attorneys, host large-scale DAPA workshops and continue hosting public education 

 events about this form of relief. 

 

7) Lastly, we will continue to advocate for a permanent, legislative solution for our immigrant 

 sisters and brothers. To do this we want to show our elected leaders that United Methodist 

 congregations are actively serving immigrant communities.  Therefore, we urge you to share 

 how your church is engaging in one of the ways listed above by emailing bmefford@umc-

 gbcs.org. 

 

Thank you for your ministry with and to the immigrants in your communities! 

God bless you! 
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As United 

Methodists we 

believe that the 

injunction issued 

in February that 

has temporarily 

delayed President 

Obama’s 

Executive Order 

intended to  bring 

relief to immigrant 

families will be set 

aside.  As 

immigrant families 

prepare for this 

good day there 

are ways we can 

help. 



#PlayHardPrayHard 

Long Island East District Confirmation Rally 

 

Sandy Recovery Volunteer Opportunities 

This year’s Confirmation Rally will take place on Saturday, 
May 16th at the Farmingdale United Methodist Church.  
The church is located at 407 Main Street in Farmingdale. 

Open to all Confirmation students in our District, the pro-
gram is scheduled to begin at10:00AM and end at1:00PM.   
Each church should provide its own permission slips for 
this event. 
 
RSVP to Shanna Wurth by Friday, May 1st.  Shanna can be 
reached at telephone number 631-270-4332 or email ad-
dress wurth5@optonline.net.  Please provide name of 
each confirmation student as well as the name, phone 
number and email of the adult responsible for the youth.  
 
Please note that pictures may be taken at this event and 
used for District programs and publicity. By attending this 

event you are consenting to your picture being used in this 
manner. 
 
Each church should provide its own permission slips for this 
event, the details of which are as follows: 
 

10:00 – 10:15    
Registration 

10:15 – 10:30    
Opening Gathering 

10:30 – 12:15    
Activities 

12:15 – 12:45     
Lunch (Provided by the District) 

12:45 – 1:00       
Closing Gathering 

 

cific project; and while the 
project may not be com-
pleted in a day, it is our 
hope that teams will help 
move the projects along in 
a timely manner. 

Scheduling is flexible.  Most 
DIAD projects are sched-
uled for Saturdays – usually 
the first Saturday of the 
month.  But additional days 
can always be added if at 
least 3-5 volunteers come, 
and a home is available. 

If you are interested, please 
call Peggy Racine at (516) 
795-1322 to check for avail-
able dates. 

Although Hurricane Sandy 
was more than two years 
ago, workers are still need-
ed to assist Sandy survivors 
return to normal life in their 
battered homes.   
 
Volunteer teams from out-
side the area can be housed 
in the Hicksville UMC, or 
the parsonages at West 
Hempstead and Lin-
denhurst.  The parsonages 
have been set up with kitch-
en necessities, and bunk 
beds.  Additionally, inflata-
ble beds can also be provid-
ed.   
 

We Need  

Volunteers! 
 
The demand is much great-
er than the volunteers cur-

rently available to meet it. 
Churches are encouraged to 
recruit volunteers from 
among their members as 
well as from their commu-
nities.  Volunteers do not 
need to be skilled.  Howev-
er, we are grateful for those 
with insulation, drywall and 
painting experience. 

 

Start Early …  

End Late 

 
Most of our work at this 
point is being done by local 
volunteers and local 
churches through our Done 
In A Day program.  The con-
cept is simple:  volunteer 
individually or in teams for 
a day.  Volunteers will be 
assigned to work on a spe-
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Dates to 

Remember! 

April 9  District Clergy Retreat 
  Montfort Spiritual Center 
  Bay Shore, NY 
 
May 2   District Conference and  Resourcing Day 
  Location: Commack UMC 
 
May 23  District Pentecost Service 
  Location: Bible Korean UMC 
 
June 10-13 Annual Conference 
  Hofstra University 
  Hempstead, NY 

 The Connector 

In full for the year—Freeport/Hispanic 
100% + Easthampton 
 Islip 
 Westhampton 
 
100% Amityville: First 
 Bellmore 
 Centerport 
 East Northport 
 Farmingdale 
 Hampton Bays 
 Hicksville 
 Huntington Station 
 Lake Ronkonkoma 
 Massapequa 
 North Fork 
 Northport 
 Port Jefferson Station 
 Sayville 
 Smithtown 
 Wading River 
 Woodbury 
 
82% Amityville: Simpson 
67% Seaford 

Our Stewardship 
The following is a report on where the churches of our district stand in the payment of their shared ministry apportionments.  The 
information includes funds received at the Conference Center as of February 28, 2015.  The percentages reflected relate to the 
percentage of ministry shares due to date.  So, for example, an indication that a church has paid 100% means it has paid 100% of 
what is due as of the date of this report and is on schedule to reach full payment of their ministry shares by the end of the year.  An 
indication  that a church has paid less than 100% to date means that the church is running behind schedule and may fall short of 
fully  participating in its shared ministry obligation. 

Greenport UMC 

53% Bible Korean 
52% Bayport 
 
51% Babylon 
 Baldwin 
 Bellport 
 Central Islip 
 Commack 
 Hamptons 
 Hauppauge 
 Huntington-CSH 
 New Hyde Park 
 Port Washington 
 South Floral Park 
 Stony Brook 
 Westhampton Beach 
 
45% Sea Cliff 
31% Freeport: English 
8% Westbury 
 
0% Albertson 
 Bay Shore 
 Bayville 
 Bethpage 
 Center Moriches 

 Commack Korean 
 Coram 
 Dix Hills 
 East Meadow 
 East Moriches 
 East Norwich 
 East Quogue 
 Flanders 
 Franklin Square 
 Glen Cove 
 Greenport 
 Kings Park 
 Lindenhurst 
 Merrick 
 New Dream  
 Old Westbury 
 Orient 
 Patchogue 
 Port Jefferson 
 Riverhead 
 Sag Harbor 
 St. James 
 Setauket 
 Uniondale 
 West Hempstead  
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